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Recycled 
Paper:  

Can You SPOT 
the Difference? 
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The Problem 

 University of 
Saskatchewan is a 
large consumer of 
paper 
 In 2013, we used 88 

tons of paper! 
 Majority of office paper 

used contains no 
recycled content 

 Potential for our paper 
supply to become 
more sustainable 
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Stars Rating 

 University of Saskatchewan 0.00/1.00  
 Red River College, Manitoba 1.10/2.00  
 University of Calgary 0.98/2.00  
 University of Victoria 0.97/2.00  
 University of British Columbia: 
 Simon Fraser University 0.25/2.00  
 Okanagan College 0.92/2.00  
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To get the full 2 points, institute must have a recycled paper purchase policy AND the entire paper supply must be 100% recycled paper
2 point system includes expenditures on recycled paper – UofS not participating

Red River College has an institution-wide stated preference to purchase recycled content office paper
Policy: RRC specifies that office paper must have a minimum of 30% post consumer content.

Institution wide preference for recycled paper at UofC
The university was able to negotiate lower rates for recycled-content paper with its preferred vendor. The price of 30% recycled-content copy paper is now lower than that of virgin-fibre paper. Paper with at least 30% post-consumer recycled content currently comprises 29% of all office paper purchases.
Black and White/Double-sided standard setting for all printers

Uvic has an institution-wide stated preference to purchase recycled content office paper
Since 2008 UVic standard office paper has been made from 100% post consumer recycled content. The university's Purchasing Services department purchases this type exclusively for use in Printing Services, computer labs and course paks. 
Policy: UVic requires Post-Consumer-Waste Content - 30% minimum on colour photocopier/bond paper and 100% Post Consumer Waste Program other photocopier/bond Paper.

UBC 
Simon Fraser no institution wide policy but 2/3 of paper purchase is 30% recycled
Okanagan College has an institution-wide stated preference to purchase recycled content office paper
Policy: All copy/bond paper purchased throughout the institution must be a minimum 30% post-consumer recycled content and FSC Certified







Importance  

 Environmental Benefits 
 Reduces waste 
 Compliments Forestry Industry 
 Helps meet growing demand for paper worldwide 
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Our Purpose 

 To encourage the College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources to switch to a recycled office paper 
for all printers and photocopiers 
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Current Paper 

 The first step of our 
project was to look 
into the current 
system for 
purchasing office 
paper in the 
College of 
Agriculture 
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How Can We Improve… 



New Paper 

 U of S has a purchasing contract with Supreme 
Basics who carries three recycled paper options:  
 Rolland Enviro™ 100 Copy Paper  
 Step Forward Paper™ 
 Basics® 50% Recycled Multipurpose Paper 
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Rolland Enviro 

 Contains FSC Certified 100% post-consumer fiber 
 Processed Chlorine Free 
 Best source in terms of sustainability and 

environmental impact 
 High cost unfortunately makes this option not 

economically viable  
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Step Forward 

80% wheat straw  
FSC Certified 
Elemental Chlorine 

Free Bleach  
Produced in India 

and shipped to 
Canada for 
distribution 
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50% Recycled 

 Made in Quebec 
 50% post-consumer recycled material  
 Sourced from 1000 km radius of factory  
 Processed Chlorine Free  

 50 % virgin trees  
 FSC Certified 
 Sourced from                                                       

Quebec 
 Elemental Chlorine                                           

Free 
 Most economically                                             

viable source 
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How To Implement Our Plan… 



Faculty Support 

Paper Trials for Quality  
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Faculty Support 

“Personally I am extremely dedicated to the 
environment and any recycling program. 100% 

in favor.  Yes, it was great,  no jams, no 
problems.  I definitely would like to buy 

recycled paper from Canada if the quality is 
there and you thought this would help in some 

small part environmentally.  We use way too 
much paper at the University and it sometimes 
is embarrassing! Yes, I would go ahead with this 
paper [Basics 50% Recycled] if the College or 
University decided to carry it.  I will offer any 
support I can with your initiative.  Great job, 

noble cause…” 
 



Student Support 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laN6psrXQug&feature
=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laN6psrXQug&feature=youtu.be


Centralization 

 A central distribution center for AgBio in the 
shipping and receiving area will facilitate the 
transition to a uniform recycled paper source 

 
 Currently working                                                    

on a deal with                                                   
supplier  to make                                         
recycled paper                                                          
more economical 

 



Can You SPOT The Difference? 
 We can… and it has nothing to do with “recycle 

fibers” 
 Switching to recycled paper helps to: 
 Contribute to sustainability of forestry industry  
 Meet global paper demands without       

harming forests 
 Improve efficiency of paper               

production system 
 Reduce environmental impact 
 Reduce waste  
 
 

 
 

Conclusion 
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 Major issue with recycled paper was “thinness” 
compared to current office paper… We looked 
into that for you too! 
 Wheat paper  thickness = 0.110mm     Opacity = 88     Brightness = 92 
 50% Recycled thickness = 0.100mm     Opacity = 88     Brightness = 92 
 Current Paper thickness = 0.085mm     Opacity = 88     Brightness = 96 

 

Thank you to the MAD Lab for letting us use their high resolution microscope! 
 

Conclusion 
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Future Goals 

 Continue to work with the Dean and Supreme 
Basics to develop this initiative 

 Improve STARs rating for Office Paper Purchasing 
 Expand to the greater U of S community  
 Implement a campus-wide recycled paper 

purchasing policy 
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The Future Goals of our project include continuing to work with the Dean and Supreme Basics to work on our initiative and hopefully see it to completion. We also hope to improve the U of S STARS rating for office paper purchasing, which would help reach the future goal of obtaining a Silver Rating. Thirdly, we hope to expand to the greater U of S community and implement recycled paper in other colleges. Finally, our goal would be to implement a purchasing policy that would ensure all paper purchased on campus is recycled and sustainable.  





Acknowledgements 

Margret Asmuss Sustainability Coordinator  
Al Wilde Shipping and Receiving  
Dean Mary Buhr College of Agriculture  
Carrie Vassilakopoulos Executive Assistant to the Dean  
Department Heads College of Agriculture  
Terry, Janice, Lori, Pat & Kendra Operations Assistants 
Richard Hagglund Account Manager for Supreme Basics 
Department of Soil Science For donating paper samples 
Colin Laroque & Phil Loring ENVS 401 Professors 
Dana, Alecia, Leah, Kelsey Last Year’s Team  



QUESTIONS? 
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